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Welcome to the inaugural issue of 

Weakley County Neighbors, a monthly 
magazine for and about residents of 

Weakley County.   I am amazed at the vast number of  generous 
volunteers who donate their time and monetary contributions 
and help where help is needed.  This magazine serves as a    
resource to celebrate the people in every community while 
providing local businesses a unique platform to promote their 
product and services not to just one market but to the entire 
county.   

When we buy a product, we always try to buy local and support 
businesses within our own town.  If the product is not available 
in our own town, we buy within our county.  If it’s not available 
in our county, we buy within our state.  If it’s not available in 
our state, we buy in the USA.   

Thank you to our advertisers and a big thank you in  advance for 
supporting our Weakley County businesses within this          
magazine.  Please be sure to tell them you “saw their ad in 
Weakley County Neighbors Magazine”.   

To advertise your business call me direct at 
731-514-8203.  Thank you for reading.   - LS 

Larry Skarsten 
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pg 4  |  Weakley County Backpack  Program 

 

In 2010, the Weakley County Schools Health Coordinator spoke to the Dresden Rotary Club about the      
challenges of teaching and fostering good nutrition in the school system. During her presentation, she 
talked about the problem of children not having enough to eat and that some communities had started 
providing food to hungry children on the weekends as a way to supplement their diet. Many in the Rotary 
Club were surprised that food insecurity was such an issue in our county. This was the beginning of the 
Weakley County Backpack Program. After that meeting, several people met and discussed the formation 
and viability of a program to feed the hungry children of Weakley County. It seemed like a good idea and 
the right thing to do. Many months were spent studying other backpack programs, raising money, and  
complying with applicable state and federal laws. All of this was done entirely by volunteers in the         
community. The program initially fed 17 children at Dresden Elementary School in the fall of 2011. In the 
2012-2013 school year, the program was expanded to reach students kindergarten through 12th grade. 
With the help of tireless volunteers throughout Weakley County, the program currently serves children in 
every school throughout Weakley County with a total reach of over 340 children.  

The food we provide is purchased through Second Harvest in Nashville and is delivered to the First Baptist 
Church in Dresden on the first Tuesday of each month. At noon on that day volunteers from all over the 
County pack the food to be put in the children’s backpacks on Friday before they go home for the weekend. 
The following day Mitchell Trucking Company provides a truck and driver to transport the food all over the 
county where local volunteers unload the tubs at each school.  



1 - 2019 Outgoing President from Gleason Charles Anderson, 
pictured with  2020 Incoming President Ty Smithson 
from  Greenfield.  

2 - The First Community Bank Youth Leadership Class 2019.   

3 - The Leadership Weakley Class 2019 graduates. 

4 - 2019  Weakley Countian of the Year Cindy McAdams from 
Greenfield;  w/ 2018 Countian of the year Robert Nunley. 

5 - 2019 Emerging Leader Award:  Jackie Johnson, UT Martin, 
chosen by the W.C. Young Professionals;  Presented by      
Whitney Stover. 

6 - 2019 Business of the Year The  Mobile P.C. Guys presented 
by Huffstetler & Sons Seed both from Greenfield. 

7 - 2019 Weakley Countian of the Year Cindy McAdams and 
family. 

8 - 2019  Weakley County Youth Achievement Award             
winner Anna Johnson  and family from Dresden . 
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Jake’s schedule is ever-changing and he 

states that flexibility is essential in the 

role County Mayor. It’s not uncommon 

for him to be in East Tennessee for the 

legislative conference on Monday and 

attending a Tennessee Promise 

Meeting in Memphis on Tuesday.  On 

most Wednesdays and Sundays,      

however, you will find him at First   

Baptist in Dresden where he serves happily as Deacon, sings 

in the choir, and always plays a role in the annual Christmas 

play: he’s often cast as the grumpy and greedy, miser-like 

dynamic character, whose heart is changed in the end.  

 

Despite busy schedules, there is one important night that 

the family always tries to share: Friday night family night. 

This weekly ritual includes a movie of Ella and Nash’s 

choice, piling in mom and dad’s bed, and eating snacks and 

watching a movie together. These are moments that Jake 

and Alyssa treasure; they don’t take for granted that      

children grow up fast.  Ella and Nash attend Dresden      

Elementary School and are active in the church’s youth 

groups. Ella has a love for reading, Nash is very artistic, and 

both of the children love music and singing with the youth 

ministry.  

 

If there’s a takeaway from learning about Jake and Alyssa, it 

would be that prioritizing is perhaps the most important 

thing in life: no matter the schedule, the civic commit-

ments, or the  professional obliga-

tions, faith and family come first. 

Jake and Alyssa truly live that     

principle, and I think that everyone 

could take a tip from Mr. and Mrs. 

Weakley County Mayor on that 

note.  

 

Written by Erica Moore 
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Chances are you know something 

about Jake Bynum in the profession-

al sense. He serves on over a dozen 

boards, committees, and councils, 

and has several awards and          

accolades that speak volumes about 

his desire to serve his community 

and county. But often, the most  

interesting items about an individual 

are the things left unsaid. We had the chance to sit 

down with Weakley County Mayor Jake Bynum and     

his wife, Alyssa, to find out who they are in their       

down time:  a simple, sweet family who treasures     

each precious  moment that they get to spend together.  

 

Alyssa Holland Bynum hails 

from Stewart County and  

graduated high school at  

Stewart County High. Jake is a    

lifelong native of Dresden and 

graduated from Dresden High 

School. Both Jake and Alyssa 

graduated from the University 

of Tennessee at Martin.   

Jake met Alyssa while she was student teaching at    

Dresden Elementary School. A few of Alyssa’s students 

recommended that she should meet Jake, a friend of 

their parents’.  Once introduced, it was clear that Jake 

and Alyssa were beautifully suited.  They dated a short 

time before Jake asked Alyssa to be 

his bride. Years   later, the couple 

have two beautiful children, Ella (8) 

and Nash (6). 

In addition to her passion for teach-

ing children, Alyssa’s passion and 

background is in dance. She is very 

involved with church, First Baptist 

Church in Dresden, where she uses 

her dance background for the     

children’s ministry, including     

overseeing Vacation Bible School, 

coordinating the sign language  

ministry and choreographing the 

children’s church plays.  She also 

enjoys Bible Study and Sunday 

School. 

 

 

 

To nominate a person or business 

for the cover story send nomination 

to info@Hwy54Media.com 
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pg 8  |  Weakley County Young Professionals 

Members meet quarterly for Lunch & Learns 
that focus on professional and social devel-
opment. Each luncheon features a guest 
speaker and service project where 
members bring a small item to donate 
to  various organizations, such as the 
Martin Enrichment Academy, local 
schools, and Santa’s Village. There is 
also a monthly Coffee Chat that allows 
professionals to get together in an   
informal setting to network. We have 
organized several community events 
throughout Weakley County. Last year, we 
hosted a Slime Time in Greenfield to benefit 
Greenfield School and partnered with Project 731 for the 
73Run – A Haunted 5K & Fun Run to benefit the Carl Per-
kins Center for Prevention of Child Abuse. Just recently, 
our members helped with the Daddy Daughter Dance 
that benefits the Martin Enrichment Academy. 

As a relatively newly formed organization, Weakley County Young Profes-
sionals began as the community project for the 2016 Weakley County Lead-
ership Class. Its goal is to promote the vibrant professional community that 
Weakley County offers as a way to attract graduating UTM students to “stay 

local” rather than apply for jobs in larger markets. As our mission states, we want to bring together 
young professionals of Weakley County by providing opportunities for professional development, personal growth and 
community service. Our organization wants to shine a spotlight on professionals that embody those traits.  

New this year, we've added after-hour events 
called Networking @ Nite. This is a less for-

mal event where professionals meet and 
mingle after work. We are also adding 

quarterly dinners for those members 
that are unable to attend our lunches    
during the day. The first one will be 
held on April 30th with Town & Gown 

Below are pictures from our March 
20th Coffee Chat held at Dresden       

Personal  Development Center.  Our next 
Lunch and Learn is May 16 at the Northwest 

Tennessee Development District. For more infor-
mation or become a member, visit facebook.com/

wcyoungprofessionals/. 
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“Thank you” to everyone who 
make the rodeo possible. 



pg 10 |  Carl Perkins Gala 

The 15th Annual Gala in   
support of the Obion/
Weakley County Carl Perkins 
Center for the Prevention of 
Child Abuse was held at  
Discovery Park of America on 
April 6th, 2019. The night 

included dinner provided by Sabin’s Café, music provided by Jackson 
String Quartet, along with a silent auction of items donated by local 
businesses and community members and a live auction with Marvin 
Alexander and his team at the helm, which added to the atmos-
phere of the community coming together for a great cause. The 
event, drawing close to 225 guests, raised $27,615, which will stay in 
Weakley and Obion Counties to continue to provide services to   
children and families.  

The evening of the event, an award was given to a member of each 
county’s Child Protective Investigative Team. Lieutenant James   
Hatler of the Martin Police Department was presented with the 
Team Member of the Year award chosen by the Weakley County 
team, while Investigator Stan Haskins of the Union City Police      
Department was presented with the Team Member of the Year 
award chosen by the Obion County team. 
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pg 12  |  UT Martin Charity BB Game & Calendar of Events • May 2019 

April 27th thru May 5th - Tennessee Iris Festival, Dresden 

May 4th / Saturday -  Discovery Park, Cardboard Regatta 11am 

5-4  / Saturday-  Internet Search Class, Greenfield library 9am 

5-14 / Tuesday-  Lifeline Blood Services/CMA Music Festival Promotion, Dr. Nathan Porter Library, Greenfield 2-6pm  

5-16 / Thursday-  42nd Annual Stephen Wright Memorial Industrial Appreciation Golf Tournament, Persimmon Golf Course  

5-18  / Saturday-  Walk me Home West TN, Martin Rec complex 8am 

                                12th Annual TFACA Tennessee Foster Adoptive Care Association 

5-18 / Saturday-  Dresden Farmers Market Opens  

5-18 / Saturday-  Privacy & Security Class , Dr Nathan Porter Library, Greenfield 9-11am  

5-25 / Saturday-  Music in the Park , May 25th, June 1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd, 29th , Festival Park, Martin 

5-31 / Friday-  Grand Opening, Life is What you Bake it, Martin 11am  

The faculty/staff team, the Pacers, lost 
to the student team, the Skyhawks 66-
54.   A total of $425 was raised for the 
Martin Teen Center, and over 300 
canned goods were collected for the 
UT Martin Captain’s Food Pantry.  
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Great Season Lady Chargers! 

Congratulations to Coach Brian 
Haskins and the Lady Chargers on a 
fantastic season.    

Westview came in second to 
Cheatham 43-40. 

Photos by Christie’s Photography  




