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Years ago I prayed to God asking him for a godly women to spend 

the rest of my life with.  He sent me Lisa.  What I didn't realize is he 

would send much more, a single mom with a special needs son 

born with Down Syndrome.  I will always remember the day Dylan 

and I met.  I knocked on the door and the cutest little 8 year old 

opened it, extended his hand for me to shake and said “Hi, I’m 

Dylan.”  He is now 25 years old and we’re still best buds.   

October is Down Syndrome and Breast Cancer Awareness Month.  

This month we are proud to recognize St. John’s Community     

Service along with local businesses for their outstanding leadership 

with our special needs community and cancer survivors who 

attended the annual ACS Relay for Life Survivor Dinner in Dresden.  

May God continue to bless each of you.  

As always, my family and I thank you for reading Weakley County 

Neighbors and supporting our local businesses who advertise with 

us.  Without them this magazine would not be possible.  - LS 

Larry Skarsten 
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Cancer survivors and guests throughout Weakley County came 
together for the annual ACS Relay for Life Survivor Dinner held 
on the evening of September 24th at the McWherter Civic Center 
in Dresden, TN.  Guests in attendance were treated to a meal of 
smoked chicken quarters (provided by Tyson Food in Union City 
and prepared by the MTD Cook Team), lots of delicious sides 
prepared by nine represented Relay for Life teams, and a cake 
provided by Wal-Mart in Martin, TN.  Entertainment for the night 
was provided by Lilah Senibaldi, UTM Flautist; Annabelle Lovell, 
5th Grader at Greenfield Elementary; and Karen Campbell,     
Communications Director for Weakley County Schools.  

Rachel Lovell, Relay Team Captain for Greenfield UMC and Chair 
of the Survivor Dinner added, “The evening is a small way that 
our teams can honor a cancer survivor’s journey.  Cancer doesn’t 
discriminate; it has touched all our lives, so to be able to        
celebrate those that have fought the battle, as well as, those that 
continue to fight, is an honor.”  The event is a preface to the 
upcoming county-wide Relay for Life Event that will be held on 
October 18th at the UTM Football Stadium Parking Lot from 5:00 
p.m. to midnight.  The night will include great local entertain-
ment, food, activities, and more for the entire family.  Everyone 
is invited to attend.  

 



pg 4  |  Gleason Saddle Club • Weakley County Neighbors Magazine • October 2019 

On Saturday, September 14, Gleason Saddle Club members, Northwest 
Tennessee equestrians, and area residents teamed up with St. Jude   
Children’s Research Hospital® in the fight against childhood cancer. The 
Gleason Saddle Club Saddle Up For St. Jude Horse Show is an event to 
give area residents the opportunity to help support the lifesaving      
mission of one of the world’s premier pediatric cancer research centers. 
The event included Children, Youth and Adult judged and speed classes 
with some fun classes thrown in the mix for laughs. Ribbons were award-
ed in five places.  

Local residents were involved through volunteering asking friends and 
relatives for donations or through corporate sponsorships. A HUGE   
congratulations to Mikayla Tucker for raising over $700 for the event!  
Gleason Saddle Club raffled a flat-screen TV and a wooden American Flag 
wall hanging at 3 tickets for $10. Barbecue plates were sold the day of 
the horse show for $8 per plate. Over $3,000 was raised from these ac-
tivities that went directly to St. Jude’s Children’s Research Hospital®.   
Way to go Gleason Saddle Club! 

Weakley County Neighbors Magazine •  www.hwy54media.com  
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Advancing inclusive communities where every 
person, regardless of circumstances, has the 
right and opportunity to live their best life. 

Q  - How has A.B. Cheatham’s bene-
fited from having Dawn onboard?   

A - Having Dawn join our team has 
been a wonderful experience. Dawn 
and Kim (Dawn’s Direct Support  
Professional) keep A.B. Cheatham’s 
clean and welcoming for customers. 
St. John’s provides an afforda-
ble service that is crucial to maintain-
ing the business. They service the 
front of the house (bathrooms and 
customer seating areas) daily and 
help to create an overall good expe-
rience for customers. 

 Myra Hoffman 

  

Q - How has the City of Martin benefit-
ed from having Charles onboard?  

While working with Charles definitely 
benefits him, the employees at Martin 
City Hall have received the greater 
blessing. Each of us have gained a    
respect for Charles. His good attitude 
and smile are contagious and makes all 
of us better employees.  

Q - What would you say to other       
businesses about your partnership with 
St. John’s?  

A - Do it. You will not regret being a 
partner with SJCS. It makes us all better 
people, and brings out the good in your 
employees.   

Brad Thompson 

Q - How has working with David changed 
your perception of individuals with disa-
bilities? 

A - After working with and around St. 
John's Individuals for approximately 30 
years, I would say David reinforced our 
belief that every person can make a contri-
bution to society no matter their perceived 
limitations.  We have become more aware 
about how to make the workplace more 
accessible to anyone who may have a disa-
bility. David is proud of his work & the 
independence he feels when he comes to 
work which is rare in an employee.   

Karen & Charlie Davis 

 

St. John’s 

Community Services  

advocates for all 

Every person counts in our community. Every person has a place in 
our community. Every person has something to offer.  Every person 
needs a support system to be successful.   Those who need addi-
tional support, regardless of circumstances, receive that support 
from St. John’s Community Services (SJCS.) St. John’s Community 
Services is an agency that provides community living, a variety of 
day services which includes community participation, and employ-
ment services to individuals with disabilities in Martin and the 
counties surrounding Weakley County.  The people that are sup-
ported by SJCS are your neighbors, co- workers, church family, 
friends and employees.   

Community living services offer opportuni-
ties to live a life of the individual’s choice.  
The individual has input in whom they live 
with, where they live, the decorating of 
their home and the support staff working 
with them.   

 

 

 

 

Community participation allows individuals to immerse in their 
community, getting to know the happenings and local events.  
Through community participation, volunteering allows individuals 
with disabilities to give back to their community, to meet new peo-
ple and feel valued as a member of their community.  Employment 
services offer individuals with disabilities the chance to work in 
their community.  Work provides a sense of purpose, an ability to 
strive for self-sufficiency and the opportunity to contribute to soci-
ety.  These are just a few success stories from our local businesses 
here in Weakley County. 

Administrative Staff of St. John’s Community Services 

Front row - Jeannie Rogers, Wendy Bratton, Dwayne Webb.  
Middle Row - Cherry Webb, Tonya Rushing, Heather Barner, 

Chenise Ware.  Back Row - Doug Clark, Josh Magness 

 

David Rogers, Charles Fenwick & Mayor 
Randy Brundige Anson Couch, David Nash                                 

& Charlie Davis 
Myra Hoffman, Dawn Mohs &              

Kim Smith 
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Q - What would you tell other businesses 
who are considering working with St John’s? 

A - I'd definitely recommend any business 
that has the opportunity to work with St. 
John’s to take advantage of this amazing 
partnership. Dawn is a huge part of our 
team, she comes in with a smile and is     
always happy to help us anyway she can. 
She's smart, loving and so polite. All our 
guests love Dawn as much as we do.   

Mari Dilday 

Q - What would you say to other businesses 
about your partnership with St. John’s?   

A - It is a win-win situation.  You have a great 
employee with super morale who wants to be 
there.  They bring encouragement, smiles and 
happiness.  You also have a chance to give 
them a role in the community and to enlarge 
their circle of friendship.  You can give them a 
source of income and a sphere of influ-
ence.  Every individual with a disability is a 
son or daughter of someone - whose greatest 
fear was - what would happen to them when 
they passed away, and who would take care 
of their son or daughter.  Let's treat them as if 
that were our son or daughter.   

 Dr. Debbie Reynolds 

Brock Dilday, Frankie Whiteman, Kim 
Smith, Charley Woodward, Dawn Mohs, Mari 

Dilday, Taylor Woodman & Monica Carr 

Brian Smith & Misty Essary 

Q - How has The Sideline benefited from 
having Misty onboard? 

A - Misty brings a sweet and positive       
demeanor to work each and every day and 
also provides a great success story as moti-
vation to those around her.  

Q - What would you say to other businesses 
about your partnership with St. John’s? 

A - St. John’s has been a great partnership 
and business solution for us. We have been 
able to find qualified, energetic and enthusi-
astic employees while also meeting a need 
for those employees.  

Brian Smith 

Danny Simmons & Dr. Debbie Reynolds 

Q - How has Tennessee Tractor benefited 
from having Danny on board? 

A - Working with Danny has enriched the lives 
of all our employees.  He is hard working, loyal 
and a friend to all of us.   

Q - How has working with Danny changed 
your perception of individuals with special 
needs? 

A - I would say, it has enhanced my perception.  
People with disabilities are dedicated, good 
employees, that love to work. 

Front: Vicki Wade, Danny Simmons, Kim Smith & 

Glenda Burnham.  Back: Kerry Young & Lewis Gay 

Ken Bullock - General Manager, Andrew Miller - 
Executive Chef, St. John's (Back to front, left to right): 

David Wise, Sammie Nash, Phyllis Sanford, Wendy 
Brinkley,  Michael McCrory, and Tony Burrow 

Q - How has Sodexo benefited from having 
St. John’s individuals on-board? 

A - Throughout the years, individuals have 
become a major part of our daily operations. 
They are a huge part of our team and each 
person has an specific role. These individuals 
do everything from running our registers, 
cook on stations, clean and re-stock items, 
and provide excellent customer service.  

Q - How has working with individuals 
changed your perception of people with 
disabilities? 

A - The St. John's individuals bring a positive 
energy to our team and customers every day. 
Personally, I'm just grateful to have that en-
ergy around. These individuals show myself 
and the rest of our team that no matter what 
life throws at us, we can overcome any obsta-
cle with a smile on our faces! 

Q - What would you say to other businesses 
about your partnership with St. John’s? 

A - Quote to other business operators from 
Ken Bullock, General Manager.  

“Give these individuals a chance. Not only are 
they a great asset to our team, they also have 
a great work ethic and often just need a little 
guidance and support.”  

Nancy Danielle Jones 
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On September 13th, The Top Spinners of Jackson joined The Sharon Smashers for a ping pong tournament.  The teams play 
against each other three to four times a year at each other's facilities, the Sharon Senior Center or at the Jackson Center.  A tour-
nament was held and The Top Spinners came out on top.  A potluck dinner was served.  It was a great get-together with friends. 

September 9th through the 11th - Weakley County Senior Center directors attended a SE4A ,TFA conference including 
nine surrounding states. Over 500 were in attendance in Nashville.  They were joined by surrounding counties Senior 
Center directors of Northwest Tennessee .  Jimmy Higgs from Dresden Senior Center Office on Aging was awarded  
volunteer of the year for all of his work with the senior center.   Classes were attended to hear from wonderful speak-
ers  providing amazing advice to the great quest in the care for our elderly adults and care givers.   Pictured to the right 
is Ali Stalter and TN Gov. Bill Lee. 
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Sept 28th thru Oct 5th • The 13th Annual Sharon Corn and Music 

Festival. FREE  

Thursday, 3rd • Open House/Grand Opening /Ribbon Cutting at 

Wendell Alexander @ 4:00.  Business After Hours between   

5pm-7pm.  Downtown Martin. 

Saturday, 5th • Octoberfest/Fall Festival Family Fun Day, Dres-

den Court Square 3-8pm. 

Saturday, 5th • 4th Annual Special Needs Prom at UTM, Ballroom 

at UTM 2pm.  

Monday, 7th • What Women Want Dinner, Fashion Show,     

Vendor Booths, Guest Speaker- Lisa Smartt. Boling Center 

4:30pm.  For tickets and vendor info call 881-7561.  

Thursday, 10th • Grand Opening/Ribbon Cutting/Business After 

Hours at A.B. Cheatham’s @ 4pm.  Downtown Martin. 

 

Monday 7th- 12th • The 31st Annual Greenfield Fire Department 

Fire Prevention Festival.   

Friday, 11th • FREE rides 5pm until close, Downtown Greenfield.  

Saturday, 12th • 5k Registration at 7am - Run Begins at 8am. 

GBC, Downtown Greenfield 

Saturday 12th • Fireworks at 8pm - Downtown Greenfield. 

Friday 18th • Relay for Life of Weakley County, UTM Stadium 

Parking Lot at 5pm.  For Details visit relayforlife.org/weakleytn. 

Friday 25th • Homeschool and Family Fun Day at Holt Family 

Farms. 10-2.  Nature Trail, Corn Maze, Pumpkin Patch and 

hayrides.  $8 per person, Free Admission for any Military       

Personnel and children under 2. 

Thursday 31st • Community Trunk or Treat, Dr. Nathan Porter 

Library 5pm - Greenfield. 
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