Larry Skarsten
And “POOF” just like that, the holiday
season is over. The hustle and bustle of
Christmas shopping, Christmas events, family and friends time,
Hallmark Movies (earning bonus points with the wife lol), shopping
small, Post Office runs, baking, cooking and of course indulging in
those once a year goodies.
Happy 2020 Weakley County! I truly hope Santa was good to
each of you this year. Those who woke up with coal in their stockings, (you know who you are) try to be nice. Kindness goes a long
way. ;-)
Are you a new years resolution person? I would say I am, kind of.
Goal setting has always been a way of life. If we don’t live life by
design, life is lived by default. I encourage you to take a moment
and write down a few attainable goals for 2020 and tape these
goals to your bathroom mirror and read them every single time
they are seen. Visualize yourself reaching the goals and how life
will be once you do. Want a new car? Visualize yourself driving
the new car. Want to take a 5 day cruise to Key West and Cozumel? Write it down and visualize yourself tanning on the Lido deck
of a Carnival Cruise Line. Visualize and believe.
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Back in the day I studied Zig Ziglar’s “Wheel of Life”, which covers
seven areas of possible improvement: career, financial, spiritual,
physical, intellectual, family and social. Spend time thinking about
each of these areas as they relate to your life. Reflect back on the
past year, five years or 10 years. Then, think ahead. Have fun imagining what life might look like if you grew in each of these areas.
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If trying to conquer seven things at once is overwhelming, pick one
area for now. Reach that goal, and you’ll soon be motivated to
take on new and greater challenges.
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Happy 2020 Weakley County! We thank you for reading and as
always, we thank you for supporting the small businesses within.
- LS

INTRODUCING “RAILROAD RECYLE” – A NEW AND GENTLY USED BOOK DONATION SITE
Happy New Year! It’s a new year full of promise. I would like to
take this opportunity to share with you a cause that is important
to me, while giving you the chance to give back to the children of
Weakley County in a special way.
The Weakley County Reading Railroad, the Governor’s Books from
Birth Foundation, working in tandem with Dolly Parton’s Tennessee Imagination Library, our local libraries, and other local partners collectively facilitate a book gifting program that provides
one book per month, mailed directly to the home of a child from
ages birth to five years, for any child in Weakley County who
enrolls - at no cost to the family. Parents simply enroll their child
(ren) and begin receiving books at their home address in a few
short weeks. [To register your child(ren), visit https://
imaginationlibrary.com/us/affiliate/TNWEAKLEY/ to check eligibility and register today – again, at no cost to parent(s).]
Early childhood literacy is simply essential; whether it be for
language comprehension, recognition, concentration, or any number of other fundamental cornerstones of childhood cognitive
growth, studies have shown time and again that reading with
children early in life plays a key role in language and brain development. Unfortunately, not all of Weakley County’s children have
access to books, nor are they enrolled in the Tennessee Imagination Library book gifting program. With all of these factors in
mind, we have developed a plan of action in hopes of bridging the
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gap and supplying books to children who might not otherwise
have access to them.
Weakley County Government has established “Railroad Recycle,”
a book donation site designed to allow individuals to donate
Weakley County Reading Railroad books, or any gently used book,
after a child no longer has the need for it. The donation book
receptacle will be located in the main lobby at the Weakley County Courthouse in Dresden this December and will remain there all
throughout the year. Again, this donation site will gladly accept
all new and gently used books. These books will be sorted
throughout the year and will be distributed to various local
children’s advocacy organizations in Weakley County. All address
information labels on the children’s books will be covered or
removed before redistribution.
In this one act of giving, you will not simply be contributing a
book; you might possibly be providing the spark for the fire that
will ignite a lifetime of learning and cognitive development,
enriching the future and trajectory of a life beyond all imagination. We hope that you will consider taking the opportunity to
give back to the children of your community in this way. Happy
New Year and all the best from Weakley County Government.
Weakley County Mayor,

Jake Bynum

®
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In November 2019, the
median list price of homes
in Weakley County, TN was
$115K, trending up 4.5%
year-over-year. The median
listing price per square foot
was $70. The median sale
price was $97.5K.

Sale-to-List Price Ratio: 96.05%
Homes in Weakley County sold for 3.95% below asking price on
average in November 2019.

Weakley County is a buyer’s market in November 2019, which means
the supply of homes is greater than the demand for homes.
Median Days on Market: 71 Days
Data provided by Realtor.com as informational resource only.
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Sharon, TN (late 1800s) Shown is a view of Main Street looking east.
Building far right was the Hollis and Parish dry goods store, constructed 1883. The building still stands today home to Sharon Furniture and
Appliance 'established 1974' the building is believed to be the oldest
structure in the downtown area. Photo courtesy of David and Maria
Lackey at Sharon Furniture and Appliance. Courtesy of Weakley County
History Facebook page.

Twelve spellers entered the Weakley County Schools’ (WCS)
board room on Thursday and one countywide champion emerged.
Spelling Bee District Winners – Brenley Little of Greenfield (front left)
earned the championship trophy in Thursday’s Weakley County
Schools Spelling Bee. Luke Lawrence of Gleason was runner up.
Greenfield principal Jeff Cupples (back left) and Gleason School principal Lee Lawrence and school librarian Amy Lawrence, also Luke’s parents, attended the event in support of their spelling winners.

Sharon, TN (Dec 2019) Shown today in the same view of Main
Street looking east. Building far right is now Sharon Furniture and
Appliance.

Spelling Bee School Winners – School champions and runners
up vied for the district championship trophy on Thursday. Seen here
are (front row, from left to right) Kurtis Lovelace, Martin Elementary
School winner; Lexia Sawyers, Greenfield School winner; Brenley Little,
Greenfield School runner up and district champion; Luke Lawrence,
Gleason School winner and district runner up; Lilly Boyd, Sharon
School winner; Summer Di Pietro, Dresden Middle runner up; (back
row, from left to right) Jacoby Sutton, Dresden Middle winner; Evan
Street, Sharon runner up; Allyssa Williams, Martin Elementary runner
up; Kyleigh Fishel, Martin Middle winner; Maddox Finney, Martin Middle runner up; and Trey Mayo, Gleason runner up.
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Greenville Chamber members sponsored the 2019 Annual
Christmas Reception held Thursday, December 12th at the
Dresden Elks Lodge.

