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By: Lydia Hazlewood                                                 
Greenfield High School  

I have attended school with Tess Darby and Chloe Moore-McNeil for the past 13 years. 

While we have been friends and classmates during those years, we did not become 

teammates until 3 years ago. I had no previous experience playing basketball, but Tess 

and Chloe welcomed me to the team and have helped me learn about the game. Chloe 

and Tess have been great sources of encouragement and have served as good exam-

ples for basketball players and others in the community. 

Tess Darby has been playing basketball for 13 years and will continue to play in college 

for the University of Tennessee Lady Volunteers. Her playing career began with city 

league basketball in kindergarten. She played in that league until the fifth grade. In the 

third grade, Tess began playing AAU basketball and did so until her senior year. There is 

no denying that Tess is an incredibly accomplished basketball player. She has been 

nominated for Miss Basketball, in Class A, twice in the last three years. Currently, she 

has a total of 2,604 points in her high school basketball career. 

Chloe has played basketball for 13 years and will continue to do so at the college level. Chloe is yet to an-

nounce where she will be continuing her basketball and scholastic career. Chloe began playing city league 

basketball in kindergarten and did so until the fifth grade. In addition to playing city league, Chloe began 

playing AAU in the third grade and did so until her senior year. In the last three years, Chloe has been 

nominated for Miss Basketball three times and was named Miss Basketball for Class A in 2019 and 2020. 

For her high school career, Chloe has 2,598 total points. 

Tess Darby is the ideal southern girl, both sweet and strong. While 

Tess tries not to hurt other’s feelings, she is also strong enough to 

stand up for what she believes. Tess has an outstanding work ethic 

and always goes the extra mile. Coach Willie Trevathan said, “The 

thing I admire most about Tess is her eagerness to compete and 

meet challenges. She enjoys the heat of the battle and embraces 

the preparation involved.” Tess always tries to be respectful to 

others so that she will receive it in return. Her junior high coach, 

Tori Liggett said, “...Tess was always respectful, attentive, and easy 

to coach. She was someone who led by example. She expected greatness out of herself and those 

around her too. I knew with her heart and determination that she had a big basketball career in 

her future.” Tess is a confident young lady; one that I admire. She is a fun person to be around. She 

is constantly dancing, singing or just making others laugh. Two summers ago, Tess had an obstacle 

to face: a knee injury. It took her the whole summer to recover but she pushed through the pain and came back better than before. Many 

people would not have put in the effort that Tess did, but then again, not everyone is Tess Darby. 

Chloe Moore-McNeil is a strong young lady that I admire. She has experienced a personal loss that most people, much less high school 

students, struggle with. A couple of years ago, Chloe’s mother, Shenae, unexpectedly passed away. I have grown to admire Chloe’s 

strength and how she has dealt with such a loss. Chloe works hard and plays hard, whether in practice, in a game or in everyday life. Tori 

Liggett said, “Chloe was someone who was just born with natural ability and athleticism. But despite that, she was always coachable and 

worked harder than most others. She never took short cuts or days off. She would spend countless hours in the gym working on funda-

mentals and improving her skills...” Chloe is selfless and willing to help others and her coach, Willie Trevathan agrees, “What I admire 

most about Chloe is the humility she possesses and the way she controls her emotions. She never gets too high or low regardless of the 

circumstances surrounding her.” This is true of Chloe off the court as well. While at school, if someone needs help or if they have a prob-

lem that they do not understand, Chloe is there to help. 
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Both Tess Darby and Chloe Moore-

McNeil are amazing young women. One 

of the reasons these young ladies are so 

amazing is the way they present them-

selves. Tess is strong, confident, hard-

working and an overcomer. Chloe is 

hardworking, selfless, and willing to help 

others. They have unending support 

from the entire community. This support 

is based, not only on their athletic skills, 

but also on the type of people they are. 

Every time they walk down the hallway 

to class, every little kid will stop to say 

hello to them. You can see their eyes 

light up when Chloe and Tess speak to 

them. Through their integrity, unity, and 

respect, they have captured the hearts 

of the community. They have strong 

morals and stand by them, no matter 

what. As individuals they always come 

together to play a great game. There is 

not a day that goes by that they do not 

respect everyone around them. 

These two amazing young women have been a part of something special. The Greenfield Lady Jackets won a TSSAA, Class A, State Championship 

in 2018. This team went on to play in the final four in the TSSAA, Class A girls' basketball championship tournament in 2019, but 2020 has been 

the Lady Jackets Year. They finished with a perfect season and a record of 34-0.  Though the State tournament has been postponed, the Lady 

Jackets still believe that they could win it all, but they must wait on that opportunity. 

There have been several teammates that have helped Tess and Chloe be successful in their careers. This year, Reese Biggs, Caroline Crouse, and 

Edie Darby were the other three starters that played alongside of Tess and Chloe. The chemistry and efforts of these starters helped the Jackets’ 

games flow successfully. These starters had a supporting cast that included two other Seniors and one Junior. Senior, Mikayla Peterson, came off 

of the bench to provide spark and hustle that contributed to the Jackets’ wins. Amy Mitchell and I would come in to provide breaks for the start-

ers and contribute any way 

we could. The younger play-

ers challenge the older play-

ers in practice, learn and 

cheer them on from the 

bench. Without the younger 

girls, the more experienced 

players would not be to level 

they are at. The coach, Willie 

Trevathan and his assistants: 

Don Durden, Tara Tansil Gen-

try and Hunter Whitby, also 

play big roles by making sure 

the girls are prepared for 

whatever comes at them. 

Regardless of how this season 

ends, Tess Darby and Chloe 

Moore-McNeil will go on to 

be successes both on and off 

the court! 
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