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Larry Skarsten 

Welcome to chapter ten of this crazy episode of 

2020.  The horseflies have gone away and so has the heat.  Life is 

good. 

 The Greenfield Banking Company assets have grown from $30K to 

$66M.    Read their impressive story of evolution on pages 4 & 5. 

Be the Village hosted their first Color Run 5K in Sept raising around 

$1,000 for foster children in the area.  Their next race “Zombie Fun 

Run 5K” is October 24th at the Dresden Farmers Market.  Look to the 

inside back cover for more information. 

Congratulations to Carol & Joe along with Kathie on their retirement 

from Weakley County School Transportation.  Some lucky second 

graders in Sharon get to raise guinea pigs eggs in an incubator.  Seri-

ously, how cool is that!  Page 6 has their story. 

Lastly, a BIG “Happy Birthday” to my wife Lisa who is celebrating her 

29th birthday, again, later this month.  ;-)  Happy Birthday honey! 

Thank you all for reading and supporting the local businesses who 

advertise within.  - LS 
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Be the Village held a community fundraiser to build awareness, develop lasting relationships between community mem-
bers, and create a credible presence locally that will encourage continual community involvement in the future. The money 
raised and will continue to raise will go toward continuing to provide for the Foster Children in our area and surrounding 
counties. It has been an honor to be blessed by the community with their willingness to help build Be the Village to be able 
to provide for these children and other children while families are faced with this terrible pandemic since March. The 5K 
Color run was very successful raising $1,000.00.  Approximately 38 runners participated in their big race.  

The overall winner in the Female category 
was Ellie Poole running at 22:25 and overall 
Male category was Nick Skarsten running at 
18:06.  Be the Village is planning a ZOMBIE 
FUN RUN AT 6PM on October 24th at the 
Dresden Farmers Market.  Visit Be The Vil-
lage Dresden on Facebook for registration 
link to eventbright.com.  If you would like to 
volunteer in any capacity or donate to the 
ministry of Be the Village please follow Be 
the Village Facebook page for details or you 
can call the Be the Village President, Sandra 
Taylor at 731-514-4329.  
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By Alice Ann Yeargin 
 

J 
uly 20, 1935, several outstanding citizens of Greenfield, Tennessee, namely Hugh Williams, G.J. Brasfield, E.B. Wright, W.H. Whitis, J.P. 
White, Claude Moseley, Robert E. Elam, C.A. Huffstetler, and S.L. Maiden, realizing the vital importance of a financial institution to the 
community, joined together to apply for a charter of incorporation for a bank to be known as the Greenfield Banking Company. 

 
July 24, 1935, the application was approved by the Superintendent of Banks, State of Tennessee, and the Secretary of State issued a charter of 
incorporation for a state bank to be known as Greenfield Banking Company, located in Greenfield, Tennessee.  This bank began with an author-
ized and paid in capital of $30,000.  The original nine incorporators named above constituted the first Board of Directors of this bank, S.L. Maid-

en was elected Chairman of this Board and John B. Williams was elected secretary.  Officers of the bank 
elected by the directors were:  President, S.L. Maiden, Vice-President, J.B. Maness, Cashier, John B. 
Williams, and Assistant Cashier, Stella Mae Brasfield. 
 
This banking facility was located at 202 N. Front Street, in a portion of the building.  The early years 
were difficult because of the depression which greatly affected the economy of the whole country at 
that time.  However, the bank continued to grow and prosper.  This is attested to the fact that on De-
cember 31, 1948, the balance sheet of the bank showed assets of $1,477,773. 
 
In 1953-54, the interior of the bank building was completely renovated, and the outside was modern-
ized.  This gave a more attractive outside appearance as well as greatly improving “usability” inside.  A 
combination heating/air conditioning unit was installed which was a bit of an innovation in a rural area 
at that time. 

 
August 14, 1956, a stock dividend was declared, and the stock was split one for one 
which increased the capital stock to $60,000.  
 

January 5, 1965, assets of the bank 
had reached $3,711,281, and on April 
7, 1966 the building adjoining the 
bank on the north was purchased for 
the purpose of expanding the banking 
facilities, and this was completed in 
1969. 
 
Pictured to the left is a memorable event which occurred on May 14, 1983, when the bank 
was robbed.  Fortunately, no one was injured, and the guilty parties were captured and    
punished. 
 
 

 

 

 



 
In July 1990, the bank voted to construct a drive-thru and ATM facility on the bank’s property at 202 South Meridian Street (Hwy 45E).  This 
has proved to be one of the bank’s outstanding assets and a tremendous boost to customer relations.  March 3, 1987, the directors voted to 
form a one bank holding company and to merge with and become a wholly owned subsidiary of Greenfield Bancshares, Inc. Stock-holders 
approved this merger on July 21, 1987, and consolidation was finalized November 12, 1987.  
 
March 11, 1993, plans were instituted to remodel the 
main bank building including construction of a handi-
cap ramp in front of the bank and refacing of the    
outside of the building.  In connection with this expan-
sion, the building located just north of the bank   
building was purchased and incorporated into the  
remodeled building.  This was a major remodeling 
project, including acquiring the most modern banking 
equipment, but was necessitated by the growth of the 
bank and to comply with changing federal regulations.  
Pictured below, the remodeling was completed in  
December 1993, with the “formal opening” in March 
1994.  Beginning October 12, 1995, the bank and drive
-thru started opening on Wednesday for regular hours 
and on Saturday until noon to better serve its custom-
ers. 
 
In December 2015, GBC Board of Directors began to consider the idea of completely remodeling the existing bank or constructing a new facili-
ty.  After careful consideration and much discussion, the board decided to construct a new 7200 square foot traditional brick facility with the 
drive-up directly behind the new bank.  The new facility will be located in the middle block of downtown to show our continued commitment 
to our customers and the residents of Greenfield by reinvesting in our downtown area.  After purchasing the existing buildings, the demolition 
began on October 23, 2017.  The official groundbreaking was on March 21, 2019, with completion of the beautiful facility in December 2019. 

 
The assets of the bank have grown to $66 million as of December 31, 
2019 which shows the trust the people of this community have in this 
financial institution, its management and its employees.  Agriculture 
loans make up a large percentage of the bank’s portfolio.  This seg-
ment has grown substantially over the years and will continue to be a 
big portion of GBC’s business.   
 
On January 18, 2020, the staff of GBC moved into the new bank.  The 
official Grand Opening ceremony was celebrated on February 20,2020, 
with many local people attending including Weakley County and State 
of Tennessee dignitaries. Also, in attendance, were some of the staff 
from Eclipse Brand Builders which was selected to provide the turnkey 
design-build services for the project.   

 
To the right, the present Board of Directors is composed of Randy         
Huffstetler, Tandy Darby, Chip Maiden, Roger Stewart, Jerry Dale Monroe,   
Paula H. Moore, John H. Liggett, Mike Biggs & Bob Moseley 

CEO Huffstetler shared “We have been blessed with a very supportive  
community, great leadership from our board of directors, and outstanding 
customers who hung with us to get to where we are today.  We are truly 
grateful for everyone that was involved with this process.” 
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Drawing of the new Greenfield Bank provided by Matti Sellers of Greenfield.  Visit 

Designs by Matti on Facebook to see more artwork. 
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A HUGE THANK YOU to Buff City Soap 
for gifts they provided EVERY EMPLOYEE of Weakley County 
Schools. Chandler McCollough, Makery Manager, delivered the 
goodies on Friday and administrators took them to schools after 
yesterday’s admin meeting. (Our board room has never smelled 
so fresh.)  

Let us recognize two of our trans-
portation family members that 
worked together on the same spe-
cial needs bus for several years. 
Pictured above is  Carol Smith, she 
is one of the sweetest women 
known and is someone that puts her whole heart into everything that 
she does. Carol worked for our school system for 35 years. She spent 
seven years driving a special needs bus and then another 28 years work-
ing in the Martin Middle School office. She has been a bus monitor for 
her husband, Joe Smith, for the past 4 years.  

Also pictured above is Joe Smith who was a military man spending 24 
years total in both the Navy and the National Guard. Joe drove a special 
needs bus for 12 years and made a huge impact on us all in the time 
that he was here. Joe always comes in with a smile and he is someone 
that you can talk with for hours and never get bored with the conversa-
tion. Joe and Carol have been married for 51 years. They have two chil-
dren, four grandchildren, and one great grandbaby and another on the 
way. Thank you Joe and Carol for everything that you have done for 
Weakley County Schools!  

 

Thank you Kathie Adkins for years of 
service & all you have done and con-
tinue to do for Weakley County 
Schools!  Kathie is a very energetic  
person who is always on the go.  She 
is fun and passionate person who 
really loves her kids. Kathie had a 
career in healthcare for 14 years be-
fore she joined us in school transpor-
tation. She has driven a special needs 
bus for 19 years and has enjoyed it 

enough to continue substitute driving in her retirement. 

Kathie was asked what she enjoyed the most about driving and the first 
thing she said was that she loved her kids. She also loved her coworkers 
and that there was a special relationship that was shared between the 
special needs drivers. 

Upon her retirement, she plans to travels to East TN to see her family as 
much as possible. She is looking forward to traveling many other places, 
as well, since she just bought a motorhome. We are proud for her and 
wish her a great retirement! 

 

Provided by Weakley County Schools Transportation Facebook Page  

Weakley County Schools CTE Director Lindsey Parham gifted      
Danielle VanCleave’s second graders at Sharon with a dozen 
guinea eggs and loaned them an incubator. Each student adopt-
ed one of the eggs and is tracking its growth. Each week, the 
students first voice their opinions on what they think they will 
see, then candle, and afterwards write their observations.     
Excitement is building. Instructional supervisors Terri Stephen-
son and Donald Ray High even joined Parham and Principal 
Michelle Clements and Assistant Principal Beth Davidson for the 
weekly peek at growth.  

Provided by Weakley County Schools Facebook Page  
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International Overdose Awareness Day was 
August 31st.  A total number of participants 

were 75+ with 7 volunteers. The event was host-
ed in front of Walmart in Martin. Thank you to 

them for allowing us to partner with them. We were 
able to collect 10 lbs. of medication during the drug take 

back portion of the event. Services that were offered on site 
during the event were information. And protection materials (masks) 
from the health department, Weakly County Prevention Coalition 
prevention materials and resources for treatment related to sub-
stance abuse.  On site Narcan (naloxone) training was available.  

IOAD International Overdose Awareness is part 
of a national campaign to raise awareness of 
overdose. Myself being the Regional Overdose 
Prevention Specialist for North West TN was able 
to partner with all of the local funded and un-
funded Prevention coalitions to host 9 event in 
West TN the week prior and week of August 
31st.   

by Melesa Lassiter                                                                                                           
BSN, RN, Regional Overdose Prevention Specialist  
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Gleason, TN (1962) Shown is a view of Gleason Lumber Company as 
seen in 1962. The lumber company was purchased by Mr. & Mrs. Clay 
and Harriet Wilson in 1962, still in operation today. Co-owned by 
Mike and Lori Wilson. Seen in front is a black 1948 Chevy automobile 
owned by former Gleason High School coach and teacher, the late 
Dudley Sanders. Other automobile was owned by Roy Parks - 

Courtesy of Weakley County History & Culture Facebook Page 

Dresden TN (1970) Shown is a large crowd gathered at the "present 
day (Wilson Park)" on Oct. 17th, 1970 for the Weakley County Fair. 
The Weakley County Fair fair was held each year during October, 
hundreds attended the Fall celebration -   

Courtesy of Weakley County History & Culture Facebook Page 

If you are a Facebook friend of Christy Fulcher 
you may have seen this touching note received 
from a 9-11 caller.  Christy writes “Katie Slusser 
is the dispatcher who took the call. She actually 
is one of the dispatchers that received Dispatch-
er of the Year this year! I think the person that 
wrote it didn't want any recognition. I'm proud 

of all of our dispatchers all the time, but its so special when someone 
acknowledges them!” 

 

The note reads:  “Her calm empathetic voice was exactly what I need-

ed even if my frantic rambling voice didn't sound like it. It's definitely 

not like what you hear on TV where the operator is like “Calm down I 

can't understand you”, etc. My conversation with her has stuck with 

me since that horrible morning. A lot of conversation is a blur, but I 

remember her asking me if I wanted her to stay on the line with me, 

and when I said no she said if I needed her to call back. I mean, who 

says that? Thank you for preparing your team not only with the nec-

essary processes and protocols, but for being compassionate enough 

to help those of us in a panic, an emergency, or even during the great 

unimaginable loss. I plan to send her a thank you, but please pass 

along that even though it's her job, that day she did way more than 

just her job . And that means more to me that you both will ever 

know.”  - Anonymous  

DO YOU HAVE WHAT IT TAKES  
to answer the call? Weakley County 911 has 
an immediate opening for the position of full
-time dispatcher! 911 Dispatchers are the 
first of the first responders, answering calls 
for help, dispatching appropriate resources, 
and giving pre-arrival instructions to the call-
ers.  They operate a variety of communica-
tions and computer equipment. This position 
is full-time, 10 hour days, 4 days a week, 
afternoon evening shift 4PM-2AM. 

Requirements; Must have high school diploma or GED, Pass a drug 
screening and psychiatric evaluation, communicate effectively both 
written and orally, and be able to work in a fast-paced office environ-
ment.  

So what's in it for you? Weakley County 911 offers competitive bene-
fits including health insurance, retirement and 401K. Paid vacation 
and sick leave, and regular raises as you progress in training, plus 
longevity bonuses after three years. Prior experience is preferred but 
not required. 

You can pick up an application any time at the Weakley County 911 
dispatch office located at the Weakley County Sheriff's Department 
7951 Hwy 22, Dresden TN 38225.  Weakley County is an Equal Oppor-
tunity Employer.  






