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Weakley County Prevention Coalition kicks off a week-long 

training at CADCA in Orlando, FL to bring more prevention 

tools home to our community!  

 

 Hello Weakley County! 

It’s the happiest time of the year!  Nope, too early for Christmas.  

Must be back to school time!  This year is different.  We moved our 

boy into the dorms at Bethel University.  Another milestone reached, 

another adventure to conquer.  Best wishes to all of our kids and our 

Weakley County educators.  Thank you for all you do for our kiddos!   

Lilli Brock from Westview and Annabelle Lovell from Greenfield 

attended the Community Anti-Drug Coalitions of America Mid-Year 

Training Institute with members of the Weakley County Prevention 

Coalition in Orlando, FL.  More on pages 2 & 3. 

Earlier in July we sent out a message on Facebook asking y’all to send 

us your summer fun pictures.  Check out page 7 for some summer-

time memories.   

As always, we thank you supporting the businesses advertising with 

us and for reading out little book of memories.  See you next month 

when we welcome in the ‘bers.  - LS 



Weakley County Neighbors Magazine •  August 2022 |  pg 1 

Jake Bynum was honored for his service on the WestStar   
Leadership Program’s Board of Trustees during the program’s 
graduation ceremony on June 21 at The Venue at Twin Oaks in 
Humboldt. Bynum’s appointment on the board will end July 1. 
He is the current Weakley County mayor and a 2013 WestStar 
graduate. Bynum (right) is pictured with University of Tennes-
see at Martin Chancellor Keith Carver. For more information 
about WestStar, contact Jennifer Black, Program Manager, at 
jblack32@utm.edu or 731-881-7298. 

mailto:jblack32@utm.edu
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Two Weakley County students had the opportunity to further their coalition training this summer in      

Orlando, FL.  Lilli Brock, a rising senior from Westview, and Annabelle Lovell, a rising 8th grader from Green-
field, attended the Community Anti-Drug Coalitions of America (CADCA) Mid-Year Training Institute with 
members of the Weakley County Prevention Coalition.  Before training began, the group kicked off the trip 
with a visit to “The Happiest Place on Earth” Walt Disney World.  The girls attended the “Leveling Up   Com-
munities” courses and gained insight on health equity and how it impacts all community members, especially 
those who need it most. Health equity is becoming an integral concept within substance misuse prevention 
efforts.  Through communication, research, and presentations, Lilli and Annabelle learned how to facilitate 
change in our communities through this perspective and presented to the other youth within the training.  Annabelle was selected to present 
on a Youth Leaders Panel that addressed all youth in attendance on what they learned during the week.   After the presentation, she had the 
opportunity to meet CADCA President/CEO General Barrye Price.  Lilli and Annabelle both expressed what a wonderful week they had and 
thanked the WCPC for the opportunity to attend. 

Lilli shared, “At CADCA, I learned tactics to bring back to my community by working and sharing 
ideas with youth from other states.  I loved my sessions because we had activities such as a press 
conference, posters, and got to ask questions regarding what was important to each of us and 
what we may value.  I plant to use my training to get more involved and help myself and oth-
ers.  It hurts to know young adults that have been involved with things such as drug overdose, 
driving drunk, depression, etc.  I want to bring people together for a better world.”  Annabelle 
added, “I learned so much this week by collaborating with youth from across the country.  One 
takeaway is how much positive mental health can affect prevention.  During our training, each 
small group had the chance to research and present a youth statistic from the CDC.  Our group 
chose ‘Feelings of Hopelessness.’  The training taught us how to think like a ‘statistician’ and re-
view facts and data to present to groups that can help facilitate change in our community.  I plan 
on using what I learned to be a voice and 
increase awareness in Weakley County and 
Northwest Tennessee.”   

These young ladies are amazing and we can’t 
wait to see what they do next! 
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Director Courtney Echols believes training like CADCA are important   
because "they allow prevention leaders like myself, hear from other    
leaders in the prevention community who share important programs and 
processes that have been successful in their community to help coalitions 
become more successful at preventing and reducing substance misuse 
and abuse among youth and young adults in their county." 

Last month, Weakley County Prevention Coalition’s staff, 

board, and youth members attended CADCA’s (Community 

Anti Drug Coalitions of America) Mid-Year Summer training 

institute in Orlando, Florida. This annual training conference 

is designed to help strengthen the capacity of coalitions and increase the 

impact of community substance abuse and misuse prevention outreach 

methods. The mission of CADCA (Community Anti-Drug Coalitions of 

America) is to strengthen the capacity of community coalitions to create 

and maintain safe, healthy, and drug-free communities globally.  This is 

accomplished by providing technical assistance and training, public policy 

advocacy, media strategies and marketing programs, training, and special 

events 

For the first time in many years, the coalition was fortunate to bring 
youth coalition members from Weakley County Prevention Coalition to 
the week-long training. Lilli Brock, a rising senior at Westview high school 
received a scholarship from CADCA to attend the youth training offered 
by the organization. Annabelle Lovell, a rising 8th grader at Greenfield 
School received a scholarship from WCPC to attend the conference youth 
training where she displayed her talents when she was asked to present 
on stage on health and disparity topics that are impacting our youth to-
day. Both of the youth did an outstanding job at representing Weakley 
County and their schools throughout the week at training and are pre-
pared to share and implement what they've learned at the conference 
with their peers this upcoming school year.  

 



 

The 2022-2023 school supply delivery is underway! 
This year not only will K-5 have all of their supplies, 
but Jr. High and High School will have some supplies 
donated this year as well! Thank you to all who do-
nated!  We look forward to continuing this tradition!  

Weakley County SROs attended a 2-day Refresher Course.  Class   
covered child abuse, mental health, legal updates, live-fire training, 
and active shooter training.   From left to right; Jonathan McDowell - 
Gleason School, 2 - Steve Fulcher - Sharon School, Kristin Childress - 
Dresden High School, Tara Beauchamp Dresden middle and elemen-
tary & Brian Cooper - Greenfield School.  Thank you for keeping our 
kids safe! 

THANK YOU Weakley County! The 2021 Shooting Hunger events 
raised enough money for each county Farm Bureau to donate $2700 
to local backpack programs. 

Shout out to Keith Fowler-Co-op, Colin Johnson-President of Weakley 
County Backpack Program, John Chester-President Weakley County 
Board of Directors & Ty Smithson-Farm Credit/Rural 1st.  

Representatives from Farm Credit Mid-America awarded Carson    
Dinning, a 2022 graduate of Westview High School, with a $500 schol-
arship at Shooting Hunger on June 24 in Huntingdon. Dinning was the 
top youth shooter in the morning flight for the annual event that   
raises money to benefit local food banks in West Tennessee. Dinning 
plans to attend the University of Tennessee at Martin this fall.        
Pictured (L to R) were Tim Williams, Andrew Melton, Dinning and  
Natalie Brown.  
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Gleason  School Classes of 

1944-1959 celebrate their 

High School Reunion. 
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The Gateway Center of Martin enjoyed their 

monthly July luncheon with special guests from 

the Dresden and Sharon Senior Centers while a 

group was treated to complimentary subs courtesy 

of the Martin Subway.  Eat Fresh! 



 


